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Hello, I’m Shumei Taro.

I’m 9 years old.

I live in Yachiyo, Chiba.

I play the piano every day.19 
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Taro:
Hanako:
Taro:
Hanako:
Taro:
Hanako:
Taro:

Hello, I’m Taro.
Hello, I’m Hanako.
Nice to meet you.
Nice to meet you, too.
Do you like sports?
Yes. I like basketball.
Really? I like it, too. 28 
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Hello, I’m Shumei Taro. My favorite subject is P.E.
I want to be a soccer player in the future. 30 

I play soccer every day because I like it very much.
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Keiko:
Manabu:
Keiko:
Manabu:
Keiko:

What do you do on your weekends?
I play soccer with my friends. How about you?
I practice playing the piano.
Really? My uncle is a pianist.
Wow! I want to meet him. 33 
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Snow White
Snow White is beautiful. She lives with a beautiful queen. The queen says, “Mirror, mirror, on the
wall, who is the fairest of us all?” The mirror says, “Snow White is the fairest.” The queen is angry and
orders a man to punish her. However, the man lets Snow White go off into the forest. 57 

 55 





Keiko: Are you going to talk about both TV good points and bad points?
Manabu: Sure. TV has a lot of good points. For example, we can get useful information
from TV programs.
Keiko: I agree. But how about the bad points of TV?
Manabu: Well, for example, if we watch too much TV, we don't talk to our families very
much.
58 springboard 
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The Goose That Laid the Golden Egg
A man and his wife owned a very special goose. Every day the goose would lay a golden egg, which
made the couple very rich.
"Just think," said the man's wife, "If we could have all the golden eggs that are inside the goose, we
could be richer much faster."
"You're right," said her husband, "We wouldn't have to wait for the goose to lay her egg every day."
So, the couple tried to take the eggs out of the goose, only to find that she was just like every other
goose. She had no golden eggs inside of her at all, and they had no more golden eggs.116  
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Manabu:
Keiko:
Manabu:
Keiko:
Manabu
Keiko:

Here we are at Tokyo Station.
How should we go to Nagoya?
I think the bullet train is the most convenient. It’s the fastest way.
The bullet train? What is it?
It’s the Shinkansen.
Oh, I see. But the Shinkansen fare is quite expensive, isn't it? We don't have
much money.
Manabu: You're right. Let's save our money. How about taking a bus?
Keiko: But it takes a long time by bus. Why don't we use “Moonlight Nagara,” the
midnight train? It's faster than the bus and cheaper than the Shinkansen.
Manabu: OK. I agree. Let's go. 94 

